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 “So this is Christmas” 
 
I love to listen to Christmas music, although by the time you read 
this article, we all may be tired of hearing it.   
 
There are songs that inspire memories and some that encourage 
thoughtful reflection, and some that are just fun. 
 

John Lennon has always been a favorite song writer for me.  Every time I heard his song, “So This is Christmas” 
in the past month I have been stirred anew by his words: “So this is Christmas and what have you done?  
Another year over, a new one just begun.”  When I hear these words, I stop to think about the last year, what I 
have done and what I have left undone. For many people the coming of a new year is a time for this type of 
reflection and imagining what the next year could bring. 
 
It has been a difficult year with more of the same ups and downs as we experienced in 2021 because of the 
pandemic.  Will we be open for in-person worship or not?  Will we continue to have these same issues 
throughout 2022? Will we see more tension between people, divisions broaden, shortness of tempers, and 
just plain crankiness?  God, I pray not.  It has been so saddening. 
 
John Lennon goes on to say that Christmas is not only for the near and dear ones in our lives but for the weak 
and the strong, rich and poor, for black, white, red and yellow ones.  Christ comes for all. Period. End of story.  
I so appreciate his vision for a world as God would have it. 
 
As Lennon says, so I pray for us all that we want the war to be over and to stop all the fight.  Trusting in Christ 
means walking by faith and not by sight and following in the footsteps of a loving God, who came to show us a 
love beyond our wildest imaginations.  When we really have this feeling and share it with everyone we meet, 
the wars will be over and fights will cease.  This is God’s vision that came into the world as a babe in 
Bethlehem to save us all from our sins.   
 
As we enter this new year as a congregation and as individuals, may we all take time to reflect on who God is 
calling us to be and to do in 2022.  I leave you with John’s powerful words: 
 

“A very merry Christmas 
And a happy new year,  
Let's hope it's a good one 
Without any fear” 
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In Our Thoughts 
and Prayers… 
 
Our members  
Lew Broschard, Richard 
Ehman, Lynn Hallahan, Jim 
Hanser and family, Tom 
Lingel, Eva Lipke, Karen 
Mullin, Marilyn Nelson, 
Cheryl Rasmussen, 
Josephine Lord-Traughber 

and Jerry Zaier.  
 
Our homebound members  
Sylvia Buringrud, Anita and Michael East, Judith 
Eckhart, Bob Evans, Alice Freeman, Barbara 
Patterson, Shirley Quinn, Barbara Tenorio. 
 
Our friends and loved ones  
Bree Assaker, Bruce Atkinson, Alec Barrett, Makita 
Bond, Michael Boyle, Alyssa Buch, Carmen Chow, 
David Corr, Karen Digman, Tom Eckhart, Firefighter 
Ryan, Steve Lamb, Annette Murphy, Martha Peña, 
Wayne Poulsen, Helen Powell, Wendy Ramirez, 
Arlette Sciortino, Bill and Elaine Smith, Dennis 
Sweeney, Larry Thebaud, Mary Vigliezone, Aidan 
Volk, Ida Volk, Mickey Volk, Lorna Walter, and 
Laurie Ziegler. 
 
Please help us keep our prayer list up to date. 
Especially the friends list. If a someone is doing 
well, please let us know. If you would like to add 
someone, please call the office (707) 422-4741 or  
email office@stmarksfairfield.org. 

 
We wish you a Happy Birthday!!! 

 
Sarajane Hakenen – 01/02 

Esme Moses – 01/07 
Sherri Scarrott – 01/08 
Lew Broschard – 01/09 
Janelle Jolley – 01/09 
Karen Stetins – 01/10 

Barbara Torres – 01/13 
Carl Hakenen – 01/15 

Michael Sweatt – 01/16 
Jim Kruse – 01/22 

Jackie Hettlinger - 01/22 
Peggy Kroken – 01/24 
Patricia Irwin – 01/26 

 
 

 
 

 
Jeffrey and Kimberly Thoma – 01/04 

 
(If you have a birthday or anniversary that is not listed in 
our calendar, please contact the church office.) 
 
 

mailto:office@stmarksfairfield.org
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Remember our 

homebound members. 
 

Sylvia Buringrud 
631 Whitehall Circle 
Fairfield, CA  94533 

 
Bonnie DeMuth 

Legacy of Bear Creek 
200 Keller-Smithfield Rd. South Unit 210 

Keller, Texas 76248 
(Note: this is a corrected address) 

 
Anita East 

1836 Virginia Street 
Fairfield CA  94533 

 
Judith Eckhart 

2113 Alturas Court 
Fairfield CA  94534 

 
Bob Evans 

1113 Quail Drive 
Fairfield, CA  94533 

 
Alice Freeman 

1073 Flicker Lane 
Fairfield, CA  94533 

 
Barbara Patterson 

1078 Meadowlark Drive 
Fairfield, CA  94533 

 
Barbara Tenorio 
2448 Baltic Drive 

Fairfield, CA 94533 
 

Shirley Quinn 
11 Lemon Tree Circle 
Vacaville CA  95687 

 

  

 

 
Wednesday Bible Study – TBA 

Starting up again in January, the group discusses 
the readings for the next Sunday. Jim sends out the 
readings so you have a chance to read them in 
advance. To be added to the invite list contact Jim 
Hanser: hanserjames@comcast.net.  
 

Tuesday Book Study 

Dear Church… 
Is a love letter from a Black ELCA 
pastor to the Church he loves, but 
is still the whitest denomination in 
the U.S.? 

How do we become a more multi-
racial, multi-cultural church?  How 
did we get here? 

Author, Lenny Duncan, tells of his experience through 
his deep love for the ELCA and calls us to look deeply at 
ourselves and ask tough questions.  Our discussion 
continues on Tuesday, January 4, 2022 at 10:30 a.m. in 
person or on Zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87130437154. 

 
Seeker’s Circle 
The next Seekers Circle meeting is Thursday, 
January 13, 2022. The session begins at 10:00 a.m. 
and concludes at 11:30 a.m. If you would like to 
meet in person, please let Diane know. If not, we 
will meet on Zoom. Contact Diane Metz 
(dlmetz6@gmail.com) for more information and 
the Zoom link. 
 

mailto:hanserjames@comcast.net
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87130437154
mailto:dlmetz6@gmail.com
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Sunday Education Hour – 11:00 a.m. 
(Zoom and in person) 
 
We are looking for leaders and topics for January. If you 
have an idea and/or are willing to lead, please contact 
Cindy deRosier <cindy.derosier@gmail.com>. 
 
 

 

 
We will have our Annual Meeting immediately 
following worship on January 30, 2022 where we 
will vote on the adoption of a budget for 2022 
budget and elect leaders.  Mark your calendars 
now to join us. 
 
We will host Budget Forums on Wednesday, 
January 19 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 
(https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81491891201) and on 
Sunday, January 23 at 11:00 a.m. in the Digerud 
Room and on Zoom 
(https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88569739624). 
 
All committee and task force leaders are asked to 
submit an annual report to the church office 
(office@stmarksfairfield.org) no later than January 
15. 
 

Come and meet 
our new 
Bishop! 
 
 
 

Sunday, February 6, 2022 
9:30 a.m. 

Fellowship and Forum to follow 
 
Don’t miss this opportunity to meet Bishop Megan 
Rohrer (they/he) and family!  Bishop Megan will 
join us for worship and a time of fellowship and a 
time to ask questions about the Sierra Pacific 
Synod.   

 

My heartfelt thanks to all members and friends of 
the congregation who so generously contributed to 
my Christmas gift.  I am so blessed to be a part of 
this community and can’t wait to see what 2022 
has in store for us. 
 
Pastor Karen 
 
Thank you to Dennis Digman, Fay DiSano, Jim 
Hanser, Dave McCallum, Barbara Nelson, Stu Reid, 
and Mike Sweatt for helping to record the Joyous 
Light liturgy for our mid-week Advent Services.   
 
Thank you to everyone who helped pick-up, sort, 
pack and distribute items for our Christmas box 
gifting this year.  We were able to give out all 150 
boxes.  Thanks to everyone who donated items, 
too!  You all are amazing. 
 

mailto:office@stmarksfairfield.org
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Thank you to everyone who helped pick-up, sort, 
pack and distribute items for our Christmas box 
gifting this year.  We were able to give out all 150 
boxes.  Thanks to everyone who donated items, 
too!  You all are amazing. 
 
The Congregation Council would like to thank 
everyone for their feedback on the questionnaire 
sent out in November.  Below you find the results: 
 
Responses to Survey Question 1:  
“What do you most appreciate and value about 
being a part of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church?” 
• Our church family and all we do in our 

community.  
• The kind, supportive, and generous people 
• Community 
• The loving Community 
• I value the spirit of every church member 

viewing each other as a child of God. We are all 
children of God, and as a child, in the spiritual 
sense, we all have so much to learn about the 
love and sacrifice that we owe to each other. 
Jesus sacrificed his life so that we may receive 
the benefits of His sacrifice. As a child we look 
to Him for guidance. 

• We love that our church family is so welcoming 
to all people, regardless of color, sexual 
orientation, race, etc. 

• It always makes me feel like we are a family and 
Pastor Karen’s leadership. 

• The welcoming & loving spirit of the community 
• Being able to gather with others to worship and 

learn about God. 

• The loving members 
• Friends, Giving to the Community and Pastor 

Karen 
• Pastor Karen’s sermons 
• I loved it from the beginning, it’s beautiful! God 

is good to us 
• Sense of family 
• The people, Women’s Circle, music 
• Pastor Karen, church family, friends 
• The good feeling you get when you enter the 

church. The St. Mark’s family is awesome. 
• I appreciate that we are united in being a 

“church family.” Stepping up when there are 
difficult times and enjoying/celebrating 
together over good times. Also, that we are 
open to welcoming everyone into our church, 
starting with their first visit! (Thanks be to 
God!) 

• It is difficult to determine “most,” but for sure I 
greatly appreciate the ongoing efforts and skills 
of those who have made it possible for us to 
participate in the worship services online. And 
there are many other things I love about St. 
Mark’s. 

• Besides being able to worship there, I 
appreciate the friendships that I have made. 

• I enjoy the people. They make me feel 
welcome. I appreciate the Bible Study on 
Wednesday with Jim and being able to see 
services on Sunday online. 

• Development of hybrid worship and education 
opportunities and organizational activities 

 
Responses to Survey Question 2:  
“What is one thing you hope for at St. Mark’s 
during 2022? 
• More active members and more volunteers for 

our ministries. 
• An end to crime/vandalism on our campus 
• Growth 
• Increase in person worship and increase 

attendance in person or Zoom Bible study 
• More attendance, more contemporary music 
• A way of projecting to others a spirit that will 

attract them to worship with us. 
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• We are hoping that more members will start 
attending church in person. We also hope that 
we can get more youth to attend the services 
on a regular basis, and get younger families to 
attend/join the church. 

• My hope is that we can have our members back 
in person. 

• Ability of us all to creatively and 
wholeheartedly meet expected unexpected 
changes with trust and engagement 

• That we can make up for what has been lost 
during this excruciatingly long period of “rules” 
because of COVID-19. 

• That more people will find and join St. Mark’s 
• Getting to that point that more people are 

more comfortable coming to the Sanctuary. 
• Somehow getting more people to attend our 

services. I would like a few foods put out on the 
table so people feel comfortable visiting others. 
With the winter months coming, it will not be 
comfortable standing outside and visiting. 

• Everything keeps the same, it’s comforting to 
know you are there. 

• More church activities like picnics, lunches, 
trivia night? 

• Peace from COVID-19 
• Pray for our country more 
• When we no longer have to wear masks 
• That St. Mark’s is completely reunited again 

with all our church members attending “inside” 
church services. And once again being able to 
welcome “all” into the church showing them 
the love of Jesus through our community 
outreach. (For those who are unable to be in 
church service for medical or other reasons 
continue our live-streaming of our services.) 

• I hope we live out the claim that, at St. Mark’s, 
everyone is welcomed and loved. 

• That it could be as it was before COVID. 
• That we get more at ease with the pandemic 

under control. As careful as we were, my 
daughter tested positive and is recovering. 

• Improved & enhanced communication, 
especially checking in with older-than-80-yrs+ 
members. I know this was voted down per 
request to council in mid 2020 but another year 

has gone bye and such people (not home 
bound) but not seen at church for almost two 
years now would appreciate check-ins, such as 
Methodist congregation does with all its 
members 

 
 
The poinsettias gracing our sanctuary this 

Christmas Season 
have been given to the glory of God in  

celebration of the birth of Christ child by… 
Jennifer Counihan in memory of David Hooper 

Dan and Fay DiSano in memory of Scott DiSano 

Kathy Doty in memory of Chuck Doty 

Don & Lulu Eager in memory of our parents 

Carl & Sarajane Hakenen in memory of Edgar & 
Sylvia Samuels and Art & Ruth Hakenen 

Ann Hefner-Gravink in memory of Grace & Ad 
Hefner 

Cheryl Hurd in memory of Orville & Jo Oglesby, 
Albert & Mildred Hurd and Judy Antunano 

Janelle Jolley in memory of John Yates, Bolo Dutter, 
Martin and Irene Poulsen 

Tom Lingel in honor of Debra Kopmann 

Patricia McKillips in memory of Barry McKillips and 
Joyce Copp 

Vic & Diane Metz in memory of Rev. Robert 
Anderson, Rev. Thomas Unmacht, Dr. Robert 

Williamson, Nina Pfeifer, Sebastian Chausse and 
Margaret Heins 

Larry and Barbara Nelson in memory of Ivan and 
Sarah Bergman and Woodrow & Lucille Nelson 

Stu & Gerda Reid in memory of Erica & Erna 
Schmidt, Tad & Fran Reid, and Jean Reid 

Pastor Karen Stetins in celebration of the birth of 
Jesus 
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Friends in Christ: 
St. Mark’s Council met in 
person on December 09, 2021.   
1. Pastor reported that she and 
June had completed all the 

“hoops” we had to jump to complete our 
request for a free grant that could yield up 
to $150,000 for “SAFETY” enhancements to 
our property.  The requirements included a 
building safety review by the Fairfield Police 
department. Their assessment was 
EXTREMELY Detailed.  A quick estimate of 
costs to do EVERYTHING the recommended 
would be in the vicinity of a Half Million 
Dollars.   

2. The status of our Church copier needed 
review.  With all options being close (cost-
wise) Council voted to keep the existing 
lease 

3. Mechanical details for Pastor’s tax reporting 
were discussed, and Council voted that the 
Secretary sign the approved methodology.  

4. We received and approved a quote for 
$1,800 from Dependable Heating and Air to 
perform annual service for all HVAC units 
on site. 

5. The food pantry was brought up as a 
sterling example of ministries at St. Mark’s.  
Although we have absolutely no difficulties 
or problems, the Council thought it would 
be only prudent for someone to create a 
handbook of “details.”  We will discuss this 
again in January and ask Pantry Staff for 
their input and suggestions. 

6. With problems directly associated with our 
present Pandemic issues, Council voted to 
override what would be standard rules for 
the Annual Meeting.  Specifically, we will 
meet on January 30 and allow both online 
and in-person voting.  All other rules will 
remain in effect. (Future Councils will be 
advised to make minor changes to the 
bylaws that will recognize and legalize the 
new world of online voting. Additionally, it 

also makes sense to define “ANY SUNDAY 
IN “JANUARY FOLLOWING THE LAST 
COUNCIL MEETING” for annual meetings.) 

7. Pastor and Nancy put exceptional efforts 
into creating a new budget for 2022.  Their 
decisions were based on their knowledge of 
actual expenditures in 2021, as well as a 
prayer that Pandemic will not find 
something even MORE CREATIVE to throw 
at us in 2022.  They will be sharing it with 
the congregation prior to the Annual 
Meeting. 

8. Dave pointed out some technical difficulties 
with the “counting system.”  He had some 
streamlining and updating ideas which he 
will discuss with Pam Lyons.  (More to 
come.) 

 
I was somewhat chagrined when I recently 

realized that I had been assigning the 
responsibility for monthly “MEDITATIONS” to 
everyone on Council (except ME!!!)  In an effort 
to rectify that flaw, I provided a short story that 
a close friend had recently sent to me. It was 
about a grandfather who overheard his young 
granddaughter reciting the alphabet.  That 
wasn’t unusual except that this time, her tone 
of voice was decidedly “prayer-like.”  When 
grandpa asked her what she was doing, she 
said she had been trying to pray to God but 
couldn’t find the right words to express herself. 
After due consideration, her youthful wisdom 
determined that if she just gave God all the 
letters of the alphabet, God would put them 
together and KNOW what she was trying to say. 

I truly loved the story, but I would also have 
to candid confess that one of my first thoughts 
(after marveling at the wisdom and beauty of 
young minds) was to recite the alphabet to 
Council and adjourn.  (Ok, I tried, but they 
didn’t buy it…) 

But then, as I continued to ponder that 
beautiful story, I realized how “right on” that 
little girl was.  Her solution may not have been 
valid, but her intent and understanding of God 
certainly were! 



January 2022             8 
 
 

It should come as a surprise to no one that 
our world, our country, our state and even our 
church is presently embroiled in unrest and 
disparate political views.  This dissention may 
have been amplified by the Pandemic, but it 
has always been an undercurrent in our lives - 
and lengthy lockdowns have given us time to 
focus on the negatives!  

Like everyone else, I hate how those 
disagreements can damage relationships, but I 
don’t for one minute think it has to be that 
way. When I ponder back on my many 
interactions with people, I realize how often I 
have found those folks I thought I had the most 
disagreements with were also the ones with 
whom I shared many more mutual agreements 
than I would have ever guessed.  In every such 
case in my life, the difference between my 
severed relationships vs. continued friendships 
was the direct result of whether or not I took 
the time to INTERACT and then to LISTEN.  As if 
I had an IQ of 7, I’m always amazed at how 
many of my best friends would never have 
been there to enhance my life if I had not 
allowed myself the time to hear them – REALLY 
HEAR THEM! 

I wish I could pontificate and provide 
everyone with erudite solutions to this ongoing 
problem… BUT I DON’T KNOW ENOUGH TO DO 
THAT!  I do know the psychologists tell us that 
ten seconds after a person starts talking, the 
other person starts evolving a response- thus 
missing ninety percent of every statement. So, 
perhaps “just listening” would be a huge step 
forward. 

Whatever works, we are family and, as 
such, we MUST make every effort to stay a 
family!  And, in the likely event that I’m still not 
being clear, then:  A  B  C  D  E  F  G  H  I  J  K  L  
M  N  O  P  Q  R  S  T  U  V  W  X  Y  Z  ! 

 
God Bless 
Michael 

 

Your Hands 
and Heart Are 
Needed for 
Worship! 

We all know that many hands make light work.  We 
need people to help keep the important ministries 
on the move.  
• Ushers – arrive by 9:10 on Sunday morning and 

greet folks. Count the number of people in the 
worship center (including A/V tech, pastor, 
organist, children – everyone) and write that 
number of the attendance sheet in the hallway 
with a circle around it. At the end of the service 
take the offering into the sacristy, put it in an 
envelope with the date on it and put it into the 
safe. (Envelopes and pens are the drawer under 
the safe; to the left of the refrigerator). Contact 
Stu Reid (stuktu@yahoo.com) 

• Reader – Read the first and second readings for 
the day and lead the Psalm (responsively with 
congregation). Readings are sent out early in 
the week before your Sunday and a large print 
copy will be on the reading stand. We are 
working on including our online community as 
readers. If you are interested in recording the 
readings for Sunday morning, please let us 
know.  Contact Stu Reid (stuktu@yahoo.com) 

• A/V Techs – We need three A/V techs each 
week – sound board, slides, and cameras.  We 
are working on a training manual and training is 
available.  Contact Stu Reid 
(stuktu@yahoo.com) 

• Altar Care – Set up and clean up communion 
for Sunday worship (a binder and training are 
available). Check water in font and other 
tidying up duties for the month. Contact Toni 
McCallum (vacamccallums@gmail.com). 

• Counters Needed – work with a partner to set 
up time and day that is convenient (preferably 
no later than Tuesday early morning). Take 
money our of safe and drawer, count, and 
deposit.  (Training available). Contact Pamela 
Lyons (LorineCaldwell@aol.com) or Linda 
Frogget at lfroghhr@comcast.net. Training is 
available. 

mailto:LorineCaldwell@aol.com
mailto:lfroghhr@comcast.net
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Our Youth Group meets on Wednesday evenings at 
6:30 p.m. for fun, fellowship, bible lessons and 
more. 

 
 
 
 
Winter 
Retreat 
We would like 
to give a special 
thank you to 
the family of 

Nina Pfeifer for their generous donation to the 
youth winter retreat. Each youth is fully sponsored 
and they appreciate the support they have 
received since joining St. Mark's. They look forward 
to their retreat and can't wait to see and play in the 
snow! From January 7-9, the youth group will be 
headed towards Calaveras Big Trees State Park 
near Arnold, CA. 
 
Sincerely, 
Sharon 

 
The Manna Food Pantry 

The Manna Food Pantry is a ministry of St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church and Preschool. Food pantry hours 
are every Tuesday from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. There are 
no requirements for receiving food. All are 
welcome! 
 
In July we served 1765 people and were blessed 
with 299 hours of volunteer commitment. 
 
Thanks to your generosity, the Food Pantry has 
enough bags and egg cartons to last for a while.  
Your donations of non-perishable food items are 
always welcome.   
 
 
 

The Rotary Club Donation - 
$15,000!!! 
On December 15 the Twilight Rotary Club hosted an 
event to honor St. Mark’s Food Pantry with a donation 
from their September 25th Lobster Feed.  The donation 
was much more than we anticipated and we are so 
grateful for the work of these neighbors.  
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Solano Food Bank Programs 
Schedule for 2022 

at St. Mark’s, Fairfield 
Seniors Program 
1st & 3rd Wednesday 
9:30 a.m. -10:30 a.m. 

 
Food Assistance Program 

(income eligibility requirements apply) 
2nd Wednesday  

9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 
 
 

 

 
Every month, our Synod partners with a different 
nonprofit organization that embodies the spirit of 
Christ and cares for community members in diverse 
ways. Below you'll find a list of our current mission 
partners and when we encourage you to support 
them. 
 
Stanford University 
University of California, Berkeley 
California State University, Monterey 
California State University, Fresno 
University of California, Davis 
University of California, Santa Cruz 
 
Donate here: 
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_
id=CFFP9AN3VBM9S&source=url 
 

 
Solano County Public Health 

hosts mass vaccination clinics 
for COVID-19 shots, including boosters 
Starting October 13 at the Solano County 
Fairgrounds in Vallejo. Pfizer boosters are available 
for people 65, in long-term care facilities or 
included in the CDC definition of special medical 
conditions.  Clinics are open Wednesday – Saturday 
from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  The clinics will continue 
into the middle of December (closed Nov. 3 -6 and 
Nov. 24-27).  Register to get a booster or your 
first/second dose at https://vax.phast-vax-
ca.org/en-US/. Those requiring registration 
assistance, call (800) 672-0150. We hope to add 
Moderna and Johnson & Johnson (J&J/Janssen) for 
first/second dose vaccination soon.  

https://web.stanford.edu/group/elcm/cgi-bin/wordpress/
https://www.ulcberkeley.org/
https://www.sttim.org/
http://www.lcmoffresno.org/
https://www.thebelfry.org/
https://www.thebelfry.org/
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=CFFP9AN3VBM9S&source=url
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=CFFP9AN3VBM9S&source=url
https://vax.phast-vax-ca.org/en-US/
https://vax.phast-vax-ca.org/en-US/
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What’s Happening at St. Mark’s 
January 2022 – Calendar of Events 

 

 
Weekly Events 
Sunday 
 9:30 a.m. SMLC Worship (Worship Center/Live 

Streaming) 
 10:30 a.m. SMLC Fellowship (Worship 

Center/Zoom) 
 11:00 a.m.  SMLC Education (Tentative) 
11:00 a.m.       Pentecost Temple (Community 
   Center) 
 2:30 p.m.  Ministerios Ebenezer (Community   

Center) 
 
Monday 
12:00 p.m.  Al-Anon Meeting (Digerud Room) 
 
Tuesday 
   9:15 a.m.  Preschool Chapel (Preschool Bldg) 
 10:30 a.m. Book Conversation w/ Pastor  
 3:30 p.m.  Manna Food Pantry Distribution 
 
Wednesday 
9:15 a.m.  Preschool Chapel (Preschool Bldg) 
9:30 a.m.  Solano Food Bank Program (Food 

Pantry 1st, 2nd 3rd Wednesday) 
 1:00 p.m. Al-Anon (Digerud Room)  
 6:30 p.m.  Youth Group (Live) (Youth Room) 
 
Friday 
 7:00 p.m. Ebenezer Mission 
 
Saturday 
 5:00 p.m. Holy Family (Community 
  Center) 
 

Additional Events 
 
January 4  
   5:30 p.m. Worship & Music Committee (Zoom: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/852303
00920) 

 
January 12  
    7:00 p.m. Solano Symphony Board (Digerud 

Room) 
 
January 13 
     10:00 a.m. Seekers Circle 
       5:30 p.m. Council (Marilyn Kilian home) 
 
January 17 Martin Luther King Jr. Day – Office 

Closed 
 
January 19  
     7:00 p.m. Budget Forum (Zoom) 
 
January 20  
      9:15 1.m. Preschool Board Meeting (Zoom) 
 
January 23 
    11:00 a.m. Budget Forum (Digerud Room & 

Zoom) 
 
January 27 
    5:30 p.m. Keith Braselton (Bethel Room) 
 
January 30 
    10:30 a.m. Annual Meeting  
 
 

You may also see the calendar of events on our web site 
(stmarksfairfield.org) for the latest information. 
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Join us for worship every Sunday 
9:30 a.m. for in person & live streaming service 

on Facebook at www.facebook.com/SMLCFairfield (or click HERE)and on YouTube at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-E3cZfy_c-Y (or click HERE) 

 
 

St. Mark’s Mission: To Nurture Discipleship, Communicate the Gospel and Serve the Community. 
 
St. Mark’s Vision: To transform each church member into Christ-led disciples, nurtured and equipped by God’s Word, 
whose purpose is to build up the Body of Christ in Solano County and the world. 
 

St. Mark’s Welcoming Statement: Adopted January 19, 2020 
“We are St. Mark’s Lutheran Church where everyone is welcomed and everyone is loved. We invite 
all into the grace, love and acceptance we have from God. We welcome YOU: who you are, as you 
are.  

• All who are single, married, partnered, divorced, with or without children 
• All sexual orientations, gender identities and gender expressions  
• All racial, ethnic, and social backgrounds  
• All who are homed or homeless  
• All who are struggling with addictions or other personal hardships  
• All ages and levels of physical and mental health and abilities  
• All faith backgrounds, those questioning their faith and those new to faith  

We invite you to fully participate in the life and ministry of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church where we seek to share God’s 
love and grace through word and action.” 

 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

 

 
1600 Union Avenue, Fairfield, CA  94533 

707-422-4741 
office@stmarksfairfield.org; www.stmarksfairfield.org 

 
Rev. Karen Stetins, Senior Pastor 

Sharon Munoz, Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries 
Gregori (GiGi) Merriweather, Office Administrator 

Semyon Lohss, Accompanist, Choral Director 
Lucille Bowers, Preschool Director 

 
Michelle Aas, SMLC's bookkeeper 

 
Council Members 

Michael Chernock (President), June Johnsen (Vice President), Ann Hefner Gravink (Secretary), 
Nancy Huston (Finance Chair), Dave McCallum & Marilyn Kilian (Members at Large). 

 
Elected Leaders 

Pam Lyons (Financial Secretary), Dan DiSano (Treasurer) 
V-Anne Chernock, Personnel Committee Chairperson, Tom Lingel, Property Committee Chairperson 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011RdBG1KQClbOlgu3ppls4KaCG8Rum2Shu3ckhQq8uiGfyrcrww4yqqSW7NJcS8MK-FsK2c-iJiDmtNwL91sSWxcAVxVI9X8LxbG0b8Brz32nOQEXm4HpDpTA3VJVyNUjVm151tLL0ObONKlpdtUDvUrGwpkJsVB1e-D7AmFBofE=&c=wx2XMohZ_P3Tn4GW43AnUabSVs5iyDCfZOKxcWcCi9k8JqQYashi7Q==&ch=LQc7PfI0pawHk_D800O6fEheYIQK8nErKDNjicigiDxL0ik9ctWk0w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011RdBG1KQClbOlgu3ppls4KaCG8Rum2Shu3ckhQq8uiGfyrcrww4yqngBJ1lXIqFeUV1LECD2Rd0xMQiek9lnvoQCHW_sEcg-CDm6en38b6ugoa7xFAvLkuoXwa4CEslfK-TTpj6lHFwZusna8g5PXIQHNMN5YYiZ&c=wx2XMohZ_P3Tn4GW43AnUabSVs5iyDCfZOKxcWcCi9k8JqQYashi7Q==&ch=LQc7PfI0pawHk_D800O6fEheYIQK8nErKDNjicigiDxL0ik9ctWk0w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011RdBG1KQClbOlgu3ppls4KaCG8Rum2Shu3ckhQq8uiGfyrcrww4yqofEQj9rfX0IcvYZPo40vOJxMHW-Nytvih_nm9nAPmUng-Jp09irc5xE-CoHAMb3esi479hX7Ib3Gff8lLU39CvXzKUGGpqopOwLZ0MJHotNsofue5ARmoolYERrT8KuZg==&c=wx2XMohZ_P3Tn4GW43AnUabSVs5iyDCfZOKxcWcCi9k8JqQYashi7Q==&ch=LQc7PfI0pawHk_D800O6fEheYIQK8nErKDNjicigiDxL0ik9ctWk0w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011RdBG1KQClbOlgu3ppls4KaCG8Rum2Shu3ckhQq8uiGfyrcrww4yqofEQj9rfX0IcvYZPo40vOJxMHW-Nytvih_nm9nAPmUng-Jp09irc5xE-CoHAMb3esi479hX7Ib3Gff8lLU39CvXzKUGGpqopOwLZ0MJHotNsofue5ARmoolYERrT8KuZg==&c=wx2XMohZ_P3Tn4GW43AnUabSVs5iyDCfZOKxcWcCi9k8JqQYashi7Q==&ch=LQc7PfI0pawHk_D800O6fEheYIQK8nErKDNjicigiDxL0ik9ctWk0w==

	Is a love letter from a Black ELCA pastor to the Church he loves, but is still the whitest denomination in the U.S.?
	How do we become a more multi-racial, multi-cultural church?  How did we get here?
	Author, Lenny Duncan, tells of his experience through his deep love for the ELCA and calls us to look deeply at ourselves and ask tough questions.  Our discussion continues on Tuesday, January 4, 2022 at 10:30 a.m. in person or on Zoom: https://us02we...
	Solano County Public Health
	hosts mass vaccination clinics
	for COVID-19 shots, including boosters

