
Mexico Mission Application

The Placement Process
Although St. Mark's Lutheran Church (SMLC) cannot promise a prospective volunteer placement, we will work toward an appropriate match.  Each year, the number of volunteers required is predicated on the number of students who sign up for the Mexico trip.  Please understand that this is NOT an adult Mission trip, adults are needed to fill specific needs to insure a meaningful, safe, growth experience for our high school age students.  From time to time, there are more adults interested in this trip than there are jobs.  A list of “alternates” will be compiled if you are not selected initially.  All participants must complete the application process regardless of previous participation in this trip.  Selection of participants will be at the discretion of the pastoral staff of SMLC.

Once the office receives a completed application, consultations take place, usually by phone.  The individual volunteer is expected to pay $350.00 by May 1 of the year in which the Mission trip will occur.  One mandatory orientation session for individual volunteers will be held each year.  All individual volunteers are expected to attend.

Characteristics of Successful Volunteers

Individual volunteers should possess the following characteristics:
1. A desire to work with High School & Middle School age students
2. A growing Christian faith and understanding of mission
3. Maturity and a sense of personal security and wholeness
4. Flexibility and willingness to work under the supervision of the Mission leader
5. Willingness to observe standards of behavior acceptable to the local custom, and stated SMLC standards. Including no alcohol, tobacco, or other drugs
6. Skills in interpersonal relationships, including intercultural and interracial experience
7. Educational preparation and/or skills appropriate to the position
8. Involvement in a local church
9. Physical and emotional health
10. A sense of humor

   
First Name: 				Last Name: 						
Address:  											
City: 					  State: 		  Zip code:  			
Phone 					Email: 							
Church Affiliation:  										

Have you ever participated in a foreign mission trip?:  Yes  /  No    (circle one) 
If yes, please give a brief description of the trip: 
																																				

Do you speak any Spanish?:  Yes  /  No (circle one)
Describe level of ability/fluency: 
																								
 
Why are you interested in coming to Mexico?  
																								

Are you the parent or guardian of a student who will participate in this trip?  Yes  /  No 
If yes, is that High School Student in favor of you participating in this trip?  Yes  /  No

What gifts/skills do you bring?  
																								

What do you hope to accomplish physically and spiritually by participating in this trip?:
																								

Do you have volunteer experience? Yes  /  No   (circle one)
If so please describe: 
																								

Have you read the Mexico Mission Policies?  Yes  /  No

Do you accept the Mexico Mission Policies in their entirety?  Yes  /  No
If yes, please initial this line indicating your knowledge and acceptance: 			

Are you willing to live and work under conditions that may be uncomfortable, unfamiliar, and require your flexibility and understanding, with respect for the local culture and SMLC leadership? Yes /  No

Do you have any reservations about working under the direction of the SMLC Session appointed leaders?  Yes  /  No 

Do you agree to follow those directions regardless of whether you agree or not?  Yes / No

Will you respect and observe all cultural customs of Mexico with regard to action and dress?  Yes  /  No
 
Do you have any physical limitations? Yes /  No 
Describe: 																							




PLACEMENT INTEREST.  Please indicate your preference, if multiple apply, indicate your first, second, and third choice. (you may request a job description for any or all positions):
 	 Cook
 	 Medical Team
 	 Crew Leader
 	 Site Foreman
 	 Media Specialist
 	 Interpreter
 	 Music/Worship Leader
 	 Music Team

What musical instruments can you play? 							
Can you lead praise and worship? 								
Have you had any construction experience? Describe:					
Do you have any first aid or emergency medical training? Describe: 															


Are you willing to accept any assignment that the placement team deems appropriate?  Yes / No


REFERENCES

Full name        Street City State Zip Occupation
1. 												
2. 												
3. 												

DUE TO THE IMPORTANT RELATIONAL ASPECT OF THIS MISSION : EACH APPLICANT MUST PASS A CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECK.  AFTER REVIEWING YOUR APPLICATION, YOU MAY BE ASKED FOR FURTHER INFORMATION TO COMPLETE THIS TASK.
 
 
 



